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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrcw provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus rolitical fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and fcrecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avcid the violent changes inherent in war and in 


communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?’’ 


A group of devout laymen, experienced in suburban development, 
have tackled the problem of racial brotherhood at its most tender and 
important spot — housing. What is more, they have done so on a nation- 
wide scale and within the framework of good business methods. 

Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, Asian-Americans and other 
minority citizens, increasing numbers of whom are educated and capable 
but still trapped in the slums, find the task of breaking out of their im- 
prisonment a formidable and often terrorizing experience. 


The stories of bombed - out 
homes, burning crosses on the lawn, 
smashed living room windows have 
been widely publicized. Hence, the 
minority home buyer realizes that, 
if he manages to find someone who 
will sell him a decent home in an 
area removed from the slums, he 
will very likely be exposed to one 
or all of these experiences. If he is 
a Mexican in Texas, a Japanese on 
the West Coast, an American Indian 
in the Rocky Mountain area, or a 
Negro almost anywhere, this can 
happen, and does happen to some 
almost every day. There are thou- 
sands of these minority peoples who 
have become better educated, are 
now earning good incomes and 
want to give their children a decent 
chance in life. 


To meet this problem head-on, 
the Modern Community Developers 
was organized a few years ago as 
a nationwide, interracial housing 
program by an experienced and 
successful Quaker developer, George 
E. Otto, and a talented organizer 
and promoter, Morris Milgram, 
along with others of like interests. 
Their first two projects, Concord 
Park and Greenbelt Knoll in north- 
east Philadelphia, were extraordin- 
arily successful and received nation- 
al attention. These were followed 
by an attractive project in Prince- 
ton, N. J. where fine homes are 
selling at from $17,000 to $28,000 
on an “open occupancy” basis. 


About three-fourths of the home 
buyers in these developments are 
white, about one-fourth are Negro. 
These include many professional 
engineers, ministers, physicists and 
architects, teachers, psychologists, 
businessmen, civil service personnel. 
Their average age is 36; most of 
the families have children who play 





happily together with their neigh- 
bors; many religions are represented. 

Some months ago Modern Com- 
munity Developers announced a 
$1.5 million common stock issue, 
which was registered with the Secur- 
ities and Exchange Commission, and 
thus far well on towards a million 
dollars in shares are subscribed. 

Of course, with such a revolu- 
tionary purpose, all has not been 
sweetness and light as the program 
has expanded into Delaware, Con- 
necticut, Illinois, Iowa and _ else- 
where. In a North Shore suburb of 
Chicago, angry anti-integrationists 
are using every legal means to block 
the MCD open occupancy project. 
But the Chicago press has been very 
friendly and fair, and much favor- 
able publicity has resulted. 


When a Princeton pastor, Rev. 
R. H. Luecke, led a group of clergy- 
men in buying stock in the com- 
pany, he said, “Evidence of the gap 
between churchly resolutions and 
their translation into action is all 
too abundant. It is time that men of 
goodwill of all faiths got busy.” 

Stock in MCD is for sale to all 
who are interested. But Executive 
Vice President George Otto warns 
prospective buyers that they must 
look upon their purchase as a 
“Christian service and not a money- 
making promise. We cannot guar- 
antee profits. You might even lose 
your money or not get any mon- 
etary dividends, although we cer- 
tainly expect this to be a successful 
and history-making adventure. But 
you will know that you have pio- 
neered in getting this necessary job 
done now in the right spirit, in the 
right way.” For details, write Mod- 
ern Community Developers, Inc., 
84 Nassau St., Princeton, N. J. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


THE CHRISTIANS 


INCE all men now look upon war as entirely too destructive for 
piace differences between nations, the persuasive weight of moral 
force remains the only power that statesmen can use to win their ob- 
jectives. The Russians concede this as they sheathe their machinations 
behind talk of disarmament, peace, justice and well-being for all people. 
The Christian world, making the most insistent claims for moral force, 
therefore faces a severe test in the United Nations as throngs of non- 
Christian delegates come from newly admitted nations. So far the results 
have been rather tragic. 


SOVIET RUSSIA, boasting of its atheism, has long held the 
initiative in demanding peace and disarmament. The U. S. has made no 
proposals, offered no plan to remotely match the impact which the Soviet 
drive for total disarmament, in four years in detailed stages, has made on 
the world mind. Our demand that disarmament be preceded by agree- 
ments for inspection, which seems so justifiable to us, makes little im- 
pression on a world so fearful of atomic war. The rest of mankind isn’t 
so concerned with U. S. security — “Just begin to disarm now!” they cry. 


THE THRONG OF NEUTRAL DELEGATES who are mostly 
Hindu, Moslem, Buddhist or pagan, swept aside President Eisenhower’s 
sincere but hastily improvised UN speech and demanded a Summit 
meeting on disarmament between the U. S. and Russia immediately. 
In reply, the U. S. delegation resorted to subterfuge and varieties of 
pressure to prevent the meeting. Unfortunately, Eisenhower’s reasons 
for refusing to meet Khrushchev (because of the latter’s noisy demands 
for a U. S. apology for the U-2 incident) does not impress the rest of the 
world — not even Britain. For no nation would willingly permit a foreign 
power to fly at will over its interior, especially for military purposes. The 
foreign press has frequently reflected this attitude, although the American 
public hears little of it. 


THE U. S. WON ITS MANEUVER in barring the UN neutrals’ 
demand for immediate Summit peace and disarmament negotiations and, 
in so doing, again negated our leadership in peace making. As one out- 
spoken American editor said, “We won a diplomatic battle, and moved 
further towards losing the cold war, while Russia cheered on the sidelines.” 


(It didn’t help any when some of our diplcmats tried to arrange hurried intimate 
caucuses with the neutrals, using well-laden bars and cocktail tables as bait — a long standing 
U. S. diplomatic proceedure. They constantly forget that Hindus, Moslems and many Buddhists 
are forbidden alcohol by their religions, with many even abstaining from tobacco or meat.) 


HISTORIANS AND SCHOLARS in the fields of political science 
and international relations believe there is great significance in the emer- 
gence of the preponderant neutral force which now makes up a majority 
in the UN. Representing the most populous areas of the globe — Asia, 
Africa and Latin America — they now, for the first time, have a voice in 
the society of Nations. Veteran observers at the UN have been aston- 
ished at the poise and maturity of these delegations, all of whom show 
special respect for the sophisticated leadership of Nehru of India. Their 
presence will, from now on, curb military extremism in the West. Their 
presence has completely shattered the view some U. S. fanatics previously 
voiced that those who won't join our side are with the Communists. And 
the neutrals will compel more moderation on the part of the Kremlin, for 
“winning the masses” is the first requirement of Marxism. All Khrushchev’s 
blustering threats will fade before this fact, just as much of his bombast 
and scene-stealing at the UN was to draw attention away from Russia’s 
humiliating failure in the Congo. 

THE NEUTRALS do not represent a unified political bloc — even 


though most of them are people of color. There are as many divisions and 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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differences of opinion among them as among the Western allies. But they 
all want to be free, and they do not want their nations destroyed by 
atomic war. They want to see their countries transformed from poverty 
and illiteracy to prosperous productive cultures of their own. This trait, 
so common to all peoples, will hold the UN together through the stormiest 
days and compel the war-makers, the hate-breeders and the fanatics to 
face anew the close kinship of all humanity. 


THE NARROWING SUPPORT of the U. S. in keeping Red 
China out of the UN is not because the Communists are gaining greater 
influence in the UN. Rather, it is because all nations are turning more 
desperately toward the UN for upholding world law and protecting peace. 

Such Western friends as Denmark, Ireland, Norway and Sweden 
are not becoming communistic because they voted with Russia to admit 
Red China, any more than are our Asian friends, India, Burma, Ethiopia, 
Ceylon, Cambodia, etc., who also voted with Russia. They all realize the 
simple truth that the UN cannot keep peace among nations or be an 
effective instrument in disarmament unless all nations are in the UN. 
This is particularly true in the case of Red China which represents one- 
fourth of the human race. 


THE INQUISITION 


NCE it was religion and science that stirred the greatest controver- 

sies. Now it is politics and science, as witnessed in the clash between 
one of the world’s most eminent biochemists and the Internal Security 
Subcommittee of the U. S. Senate. This committee has demanded that 
Dr. Linus Pauling, American born (Oregon) Nobel prize winner of Calif. 
Institute of Technology, submit the names of those who assisted him in 
securing the signatures of over 11,000 scientists from 49 countries on 
an atomic test ban appeal to the UN. 


DR. PAULING DECLINED to give the Subcommittee the names 
of the scientists because he “did not wish to expose his fellow scientists 
to the persecutions that this committee has been guilty of against men 
whose ideas and ideals are contrary to those of a few individual politicians.” 
The Subcommittee has continued to demand the list under the threat of 
jail for contempt charges. Attorneys for Dr. Pauling have asked the Su- 
preme Court to uphold his refusal to submit the list. 


BEHIND THIS CONTROVERSY is the larger issue of military 
expediency versus universal truth. Military extremists have tried to hallow 
the development and use of atomic weapons with an aura of righteous 
patriotism, a policy that has been in constant conflict with the deep ap- 
prehensions most scientists express as they have witnessed the awesome 
might of the atom. The public has come to share the scientists’ concern 
as the truth about the danger of atmospheric radiation has unfolded — 
especially as knowledge about radiation has been enlarged through con- 
tinued research, and the military extremists and their political spokesmen 
have been compelled repeatedly to back away from previous positions 
which belittled the danger from atomic exposure. 

In recent months, the defenders of atomic warfare have been 
stung by the mounting evidence that the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki was tragically unnecessary. An accumulation of historical evi- 
dence reveals that Japan was already defeated and had been trying to sur- 
render for some weeks. 

(See U. S. News, Aug. 15, ‘60; also The U. S. Strategic Bombing Survey — Japan's Struggle 
To End the War, publ. July 1, ‘46; Secret Missions by Admiral Ellis Zacharias, publ. ‘46 by 
Putnam; two articles by Admiral Zacharias in Look Magazine, May 23 and 30, ‘50.) 

Champions of more and bigger atomic missiles have constantly 
sought to justify the bombing of these open Japanese cities in the face 
of the growing evidence of its unnecessary tragedy. Thus they have tried 
to suppress the truth about the numbers killed in Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
and to minimize the lasting harm that will befall the victims. (U. S. Gov- 
ernment reports stubbornly continue to place the casualties at Hiroshima 
at 78,000 while authentic Japanese estimates run more than twice the 
U. S. figures — with a similar disparity of figures over Nagasaki. U. S. 
health teams stationed in Hiroshima minimize the genetical effects of the 
bombing, but geneticists warn that it will be several generations before 
the genetical damage will be measureable.) 


THE SENATE COMMITTEE CHARGES that Dr. Pauling’s 
petition supported Soviet foreign policy. But anyone who watches the 
foreign press or travels abroad, moving beyond the canopy of U. S. mil- 
itary and political influence, realizes with considerable anguish that the 
opposite has been true. The U. S. champions of atomic warfare, whose 
biased views dominate the Subcommittee, have played directly into the 
hands of the Soviet, by blindly advocating more tests, while ignoring the 
fears among the hundreds of millions of people over the earth who have 

(continued first col. NEXT page) 


The Days of Our Years — In Economics 


Most economic forecasts are published by financial institutions 
interested in keeping business profits and dividends high — as aren’t we 
all! Such reports, including those on the financial pages of the press, are 
loathe to admit anything that would dampen confidence in investments 
or bring caution to consumer buying. Thus the public is seldom prepared 
for any shifts that aren’t upward. Major strikes, a flood of business fail- 
ures or sudden nationwide increases in unemployment may bring a wave 
of panic because the public has not been conditioned by the facts as new 
trends appear. What might have been a period of normal adjustment 
sometimes becomes a painful transition for many because, as in physical 


illness, inordinate fears make recovery much more difficult. 


In order that this Newsletter may 
keep its readers informed on major 
changes shaping up in our economy, 
we listen closely to those economists 
who are able to speak independent- 
ly of business pressures and who 
have an awareness of moral values. 


During the first decade after 
World War II, when others warned 
of the inevitable postwar depression, 
we were persistently optimistic, em- 
phasizing that great changes would 
develop in our economy, probably 
including stormy transitions — but 
not a_ long-drawn-out traditional 
depression cycle. Then by 1958 a 
sort of never-let-the-boom-end fever 
swept out of the U. S. advertising 
world and permeated finance and 
industry. The forecasts from finan- 
cial and industrial institutions rolled 
out in waves of rather sticky opti- 
mism, bolstered by an expanded 
system of time payments which was 
hallowed through the participation 
of previously cautious banking 
groups. We were told that if each of 
us would buy a new car every three 
years, remodel the house or kitchen 
frequently, add new home furnish- 
ings, swimming pools and luxurious 
vacations — all on time payments 
— we would achieve the new Amer- 
ican horizon of endless prosperity 
out of which there would be jobs 
for everybody, with dividends while 
we slept from growing mutual fund 
investments (about which we didn’t 
need to know anything). 

The Growing Apprehension 

As mass circulation magazines, 
TV and daily press pursued this 
glad theme with glittering spreads, 
Between The Lines began to report 
the growing apprehension among 
the economists we most respected. 
Like everyone else, we would love 
to hold this new American horizon 
for keeps. But how can we do it 
when the world around us is hun- 
gry and possessed by a growing 
impatience and anger because of 
the hunger? Especially when the 
hungry, angry world is subject to 
the dynamism of the Communist 
economic and political revolution. 
And when automation at home is 
providing more and more goods 
produced by fewer and fewer work- 
ers. With scores of other problems 
of poverty and frustration pressing 
upon us at home and abroad, how 
can such a shallow, selfish national 
concept endure without disappoint- 
ment, if not disaster? 


Nonetheless, all through last fall 
the never-let-the-boom-die voices 
continued with elaborate forecasts 
of the “soaring sixties.” And it was 
last fall that this Newsletter first 
gave a solid warning of epochal and 
critical economic changes in the air: 
Automation would soon be at full 
tide; Worldwide industrial produc- 
tion was reaching the point of com- 
plete recovery from the damages of 
World War II. American products 
would face stiff — often unsur- 
mountable — competition, for we 
could no longer hold undisputed 
dominance in world markets as we 
had for the past 15 years. When the 
“soaring sixties” failed to get off 
the ground on schedule, the public 
was told that the boom would revive 
in early spring; then that we could 
look for it in the usual summer 
upswing. When the summer markets 
remained dull, an October rebound 
was promised in steel production, 
car sales (the chief business bar- 
ometers) and the stock market. 

But steel is still down and autos 
are selling only fairly well in some 
places and not at all in others. And 
when Wall St. stocks nose-dived 
again this fall, the first tremors of 
uneasiness were felt — even among 
the never-let-the-boom-die clique. 

What Do We Fear? 

By the time you read this issue 
of BTL — if auto sales haven't 
picked up markedly, and the Wall 
St. market hasn’t staged a substan- 
tial rally, we fear that a wave of 
recession talk may hit the headlines. 
If so, and the undertone of panic 
which can already be detected 
comes with it, you will then find 
this Newsletter switching over to the 
optimistic side again! We will be 
optimistic for the simple reason 
that the achievements of capitalism 
are still the greatest in history, our 
resources and creativity as a people 
still unexhausted. We will have 
failed only where and as our vision 
and spiritual values have failed. But 
we must add that this failure can be 
so great that all else will fail if 
there is not an awakening. 


No Reason For Fear 
The key to our economic future 
is not in economics. The key will be 
found in our capacity to see that so 
many of the values and habits of 
thought commonly accepted during 
the postwar boom years are so un- 


real and false that we cannot live 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


learned of the growing concerns of the majority of nuclear physicists. 
Thus the Kremlin has been able to turn many uncommitted millions 
against the U. S. with great damage to our prestige and much advantage 
to the Kremlin’s posture as the champion of peace. 


MAJOR TACTIC OF THE EXTREMISTS in and out of Congress 

has been, wherever possible, to dispose of all opinions contrary to 
their own as “communistic.” Having been a leader in most of the crusades 
of scientists against nuclear warfare, Dr. Pauling has therefore become 
a prime target. He, like most renowned scientists, has refused to limit 
his associations to Western nationals who are politically acceptable, in- 
sisting that science is and must be international and above politics. Thus 
he has become a symbol of the non-Conformist, so despised by our over- 
heated patriots and fanatics. He has joined many organizations — scien- 
tific and otherwise — that sought to bring the East and West into closer 
understanding, some of which have become “Communist fronts.” But 
such disclosures never disturbed Linus Pauling. (He was reported by one 
complaining Congressman as having uttered such a subversive statement 
as, “Our position would be stronger if we understood the Marxists better, 
wouldn’t it?”) 

PAULING CONTRADICTS also the axiom held dear by conserv- 
ative fanatics that scientists should stay out of politics, that these “egg- 
heads and intellectuals” are impractical, idealistic and unrealistic. Are 
they? 


(continued) 


The same accusations were made against Galileo. In those days 
the guardians of the status-quo preached that the Milky Way was the 
“veil of the Virgin” sweeping across the sky to welcome the saints and the 
faithful into heaven. Having made the first telescope, Galileo announced 
that the Milky Way was far more wondrous and divine than the veil of 
the Virgin, that it was composed of millions of stars! This and other 
“heresies and blasphemous utterances” resulted in his being brought to 
Rome where he barely escaped torture and death in the Inquisition. 

Who were the realists and the practical — Galileo or the Bishops? 


SCIENTISTS MUST DEAL WITH FACTS, unlike many pol- 
iticians, argues Dr. Pauling—a statement that has especially angered 
some members of the Senate subcommittee. The scientists must constantly 
search for new truths, must be eager to check facts, must always be ready 
to discard disproved theories and move forward to new ground. There- 
fore, scientists are apt to get out of step with current political moods 
which cling to the past. Unfortunately, many politicians, Pauling holds, 
fight to sustain old theories that have emotional appeal though obviously 
contrary to the facts. Witness the championing of segregation by pol- 
iticians in the South who still build their careers upon what they privately 
concede is an outmoded tradition of the past. 

Who are the realists — the politicians or the scientists? 


THE CANDIDATES TIP-TOE AROUND VITAL ISSUES 
N our analysis of the Presidential candidates titled “No Matter Who 
Wins” (BTL, Sept. 15), we presented both Nixon and Kennedy in a 
favorable light because of their fresh constructive approaches to domestic 
and international problems and their use of progressive-minded experts. 
Hence we drew critical fire from both Republicans and Democrats. 


Subsequently, we have had to amend, downward, our earlier as- 


sessment of both. For neither candidate has faced many of the most vital 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


The Days of Our Years — In Economies (continuea) 


by them in the days ahead without 
great disappointment and loss. 


Much might be said, for instance, 
about the “growth stocks” in the 
electronic field which are so favored 
in Wall St. trading — investments 
pinned to the development of mis- 
siles and other nuclear arms (sub- 
marines, new high altitude super- 
sonic bombers, etc.). Is real wealth 
being created in these fields? Do we 
create wealth when investments are 
brought into being by draining 
money out of the taxpayers’ pock- 
ets to concentrate on instruments 
that have no value except to kill 
and destroy? How can wealth be 
created until this science and these 
industries design more products that 
contribute to the well-being of so- 
ciety as do thousands of other 
products? We can’t say just how 
this revaluation will come to the 
U. S. electronic “growth” stocks, 
but it certainly came to Krupps in 
Germany and Vickers in England, 
companies which played similar 
roles in the economies of those 
nations a generation ago. Krupps 
and Vickers are still in business, but 
they have risen out of the ashes and 
today those who inherited their 
shattered structures strain every 
nerve to keep out of the arms busi- 
ness — electronic or otherwise. 
They are letting the new generation 
of financial adventurers explore the 
“growth” stocks in the electronic 
armaments of today. 


The plain fact is that so much of 
the lush prosperity of the past 15 
years has come from this same kind 
of blood-sucking out of our own 
veins that the whole investment field 
is undermined by anxiety and in- 
security. What we are foolhardy 
enough to say here is felt by many 
in the business world, but they dare 
not voice it. We have created fac- 
tories, mills, plants and whole new 
industries to meet defense needs 
that could create wealth — if they 
aren’t worn out and obsolete before 
we get around to it. We’ve made 
millionaires by the hundreds out of 
mechanics, small town construction 
bosses and small time brokers who 
happened to be at the right place 
with political connections when the 
contracts were passed out. We 
achieved all this, along with earth 
and air destroying contrivances, and 
space piercing vehicles, but we 
haven’t created wealth. 

If you still think we have, then 
add up the totals of gain and com- 
pare them with our national debt of 
approximately $300 billion. If we 
can manage to finance that debt 
through good and bad years, at the 
present annual cost of approximate- 
ly $12 billions; if we can manage to 
pay off that debt and thus end con- 
fiscatory taxes, then some of the 
pressures that disturb the business 
world today will be eased. But at 


best — this will have carried us into 
another generation! 


Other causes of the present deep 
uneasiness, stirring occasional un- 
derground tremors of panic, are the 
inflated values that still exist in the 
whole investment field, a kind of 
obesity that must yet accept reduc- 
ing exercises before normal econom- 
ic health can be restored to our 
nation. But suppose the Wall St. 
values should drop another 20 per 
cent between now and the spring 
of 61? Wouldn’t thousands cry that 
they were ruined? Would a major 
recession be proclaimed? What of 
mutual trust funds, jobs, property 


values? 
(To be continued in our next release). 


Comic Strip Propaganda 


Military press agents, officially 
titled “public relations officers” have 
a new powerful weapon for propa- 
gandizing the American public. Sev- 
eral of the most popular cartoon 
strips that appear daily in hundreds 
of newspapers play up military ca- 
reers. Steve Canyon, Terry and the 
Pirates and other features are being 
produced through the direct coach- 
ing of the Pentagon public relations 
officers at public expense, according 
to a report in the Wall St. Journal. 

“An Air Force public relations 
officer, who is paid by public taxes, 
spends hours and days feeding ma- 
terial to these cartoon strips,” states 
the Journal. They even use the car- 
toonists to fight Pentagon critics. 
Because Sen. Margaret Chase Smith 
of Maine has crusaded for more 
economic planning in the Air Force, 
one strip caricatured a Congress- 
woman carrying on a_ ludicrous 
One-woman Congressional investi- 
gation of waste in the Air Force. 
A handsome “steely-eyed” officer in 
the strip sneered, “Congresswoman 
regards all the armed services as a 
waste of money.” Approximately 
30 million people, many of them 
young and impressionable, saw the 
strip. 

The Wall St. Journal reports that 
the Armed Services quickly hop into 
action to accommodate artists who 
glorify their mission. For example, 
Roy Crane who draws the Buzz 
Sawyer strip, which glamorizes the 
Navy, was taken on a sea trip for 
weeks on a Navy vessel; the re- 
sulting strips “coincided with a 
Navy campaign for more funds for 
anti-submarine warfare. Some 27 
million readers found their hero, 
Buzz Sawyer, chasing a Soviet sub 
off U. S. shores.” 





Changing Your Address? 


Let Us Know: The Post Office will not 
forward copies and we cannot send du- 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 
. . . before you move, send us your new 
address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between The 
lines, 152 Madison Ave., N. Y. 16, N. Y. 
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issues of our times. The UN crisis and divisions within both parties on 
these questions prevent the candidates from meeting them adequately, 
although we still hopefully believe they would if they could without 
destroying the party unity needed for a successful campaign. 


KNOWN CRIMINALS IN POLITICS: This is one of the ques- 
tions both candidates evade. Since our Sept. 15 report, a situation in 
America’s second city has flared anew and demands recognition from all 
citizens, from all officials and candidates. Yet most of the press continues 
to ignore this story, although the news is sensational indeed. Its impact 
has great national significance, but neither candidate has dared touch it. 


Briefly, here are the facts: As detailed in our report of April 15, 
the convention of national figures in crime, interrupted at Apalachin, 
N. Y., by N. Y. State Police, aroused such public repercussions that the 
Federal Government was compelled to stir itself to deal with this nation- 
wide criminal organization. For it was brazenly functioning on a scale 
that obviously extended far beyond the reach of local and state police 
authority. The Dept. of Justice appointed a Special Group on Organized 
Crime, a task force which did spectacular work in ferreting out the inter- 
state and international links of the criminal syndicates in gambling, nar- 
cotics and the sale and distribution of illegal liquors. In fact, the inves- 
tigation got so close to sensitive nerve endings in state and local politics 
over the country that, according to some courageous newsmen in Wash- 
ington, the heat was put on the Dept. of Justice through Congressional 
channels to dissolve the Special Group on Organized Crime. The Dept. 
of Justice’s task force investigations were to have resulted in indictments 
set up by teams of Federal prosecutors, since state and local prosecutors 
are usually paralyzed by the overwhelming power of the syndicates on 
their home grounds. (See The Nation, Feb. 6.) 


Although the Dept. of Justice has denied these accusations, as 
have the Congressmen involved in squelching the investigation, many 
eminent jurists over the country have testified to the law-defying nation- 
wide power of the crime syndicates, their influence in local and national 
politics. They have reached over into international affairs as evidenced 
by the close ties of U. S. gambling interests in Cuba to the corrupt Batista 
regime, operating under the tolerant watch care of our ambassadorial 
military missions. The narcotic traffic is also international in scope. 


HE CHICAGO REVELATIONS, by their very nature, indicate how 

weak are the Dept. of Justice efforts to move against the crime syn- 
dicates. The Chicago case concerns the indictment of one of the oldest 
and most notorious Midwest gangsters, Tony Accardo, in a U. S. District 
Court. He Was not brought up for any of the many crimes he is known 
to have conimitted or the illegal activities he has long promoted, but for 
falsifying one item about car expense in his income tax report! (The catch 
here is that the Dept. of Justice is subject to political pressure since its 
major jobs go to political appointees, whereas the Treasury Dept. is largely 
free of political influence.) Accardo is spoken of by Chicago papers as a 
millionaire leader of Chicago’s underworld, with all the political power 
that goes with that rank. Being one of Chicago’s oldest and wealthiest 
gangster chiefs, he naturally has many connections on the West Coast and 
in N. Y., his name often appearing in interstate criminal investigations. 


In the Chicago court testimony about Accardo’s large income, it 
was suddenly disclosed that he had been receiving $65,000 a year from 
one of the nation’s large beer distributors, a concern representing a well- 
known Wisconsin brewing corporation. Accardo had been hired to push 
this beer in the many Chicago and Midwest outlets. The brewery corpor- 
ation officials reluctantly admitted to the court that they knew of Accardo’s 
methods and reputation. They further conceded that they had profitted 
much from Accardo’s “distribution of their product.” The Treasury Dept. 
agents brought tavern keepers into the court where they testified in fright- 
ened whispers that Accardo’s “salesmen” had called on them and “per- 
suaded” them to cancel previous contracts in order to take Accardo’s 
product. It was further revealed that one of the other gangster distributors 
with whom Accardo was competing in his new business arrangements had 
been murdered. (Details will be found in the Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 
17, 26 and 29. We regret that the newspapers elsewhere gave the story 
little space, though sensational it is and replete with murders and intrigue 
among millionaire gangsters. But the arm of liquor in politics and adver- 
lising is long.) 


THIS CASE HISTORY documents significantly the tie between 
the multi-billion dollar liquor industry and the gangster syndicates, a tie 
thoroughly exposed by the Kefauver Senate Investigation eight years ago. 
But Kefauver’s inquiries were blocked as soon as the further ties between 
liqu..., crime and politics began to reach too deeply into the nation’s 


X-Ray and Forecast 


political hierarchy. “The investigation,” said a Washington Post feature 
writer, “brought down on the Senator the undying hatred of the political 
bosses .... they killed his committee investigation and killed his candi- 
dacy.” .... Just as, we might add, politics forced the Dept. of Justice to 
kill its effective interstate crime task force. 


THE CHICAGO STORY DOES NOT STAND ALONE: It is 
well known in West Coast police circles, and among politicians, that the 
most powerful Democratic figure in the West — and the man who pulled 
the Democratic convention to Los Angeles last summer over the protests 
of other Democratic national party leaders — was the millionaire attorney 
and fixer for gamblers and gangsters, Paul Ziffren. Ziffren is too clever 
to break laws, but most revelations about underworld dealings in Chicago 
or California in the past ten years have featured Ziffren’s name. (Accord- 
ing to a Readers Digest article in July, Ziffren’s specialty has been to help 
Chicago racketeers — principally the old Capone gang which is still very 
much a going concern — get their money into legitimate business invest- 
ments on the West Coast, in Florida, Nevada and elsewhere, investments 
that enable them to exert political influence. The Readers Digest boldly 
charged Ziffren with being a leading power today in the Democratic party.) 


(continued) 


HESE EVILS dwell on both sides of the political street. As all GOP 

politicos know, for the past several years Vice President Nixon has 
tried to make the world forget his previous close connections with Murray 
Chotiner, the California attorney who has something of the same relation- 
ship to the California state GOP and the gambling-racketeering set as has 
Ziffren. Said a Washington Post feature writer (June 3), “Nixon tries to 
dissociate himself from the man who managed his rise from a small town 
lawyer to Vice President. But Chotiner’s backstage influence in Washing- 
ton is still a political issue....For the Senate crime committee investi- 
gations in California found that racketeers, tax delinquents and others in 
trouble with the U. S. had been beating a path to Chotiner’s law firm.” 
Much more evidence establishes Chotiner’s relationship to illegal and 
criminal activities while he remains a behind-the-scenes influence in West 
Coast GOP circles. Meanwhile, everyone in the high eschelons of the GOP 
party spray themselves with rose water and pretend they don’t know him. 


KANSAS CITY RACKETEERS still run that important Midwest 
metropolis, according to newsmen in Kansas City, who got the following 
story over the AP wires as recently as Sept. 10, though few papers over 
the country picked it up: “The existence of an entrenched criminal con- 
spiracy in this city, active in politics and waiting for a chance to open up 
the town, was reported today by the Jackson County grand jury.” The 
grand jury further reported extensive ties between the Kansas City rackets 
and the Chicago underworld, where murders and political power go hand 
in hand. Lucrative operations in gambling, illegal liquor and prostitution 
were credited as giving the nationwide syndicates enormous power. 


N ALL THE CAMPAIGN SPEECHES no reference is ever made to this 
I number one problem in our national life. Why? Because in too many 
areas where the candidates appear, they are supported by state and com- 
munity party machines that depend on the financial backing the gambling, 
liquor and crime interests provide. (The Kennedy fortune which helps 
lubricate the Senator’s campaign has been so closely tied to the machin- 
ations of the liquor industry in the past that former Pres. Truman could 
saucily remark, “I’m not so worried about the Senator’s religion. It isn’t 
the Pope — it’s pop.”) 


THESE REVELATIONS are appropriately climaxed by an FBI 
report that the national crime rate for the first six months of 1960 has 
risen by nine per cent over the average for the previous year. FBI chief 
Hoover warned that “America faces a crime problem of emergency pro- 
portions. Crime is rising four times as fast as our population increase.” 


OUT OF THIS UNDERGROUND WORLD of organized crime 
come the forces that can destroy the fiber of America’s strength as we 
face a life and death competition with nations that are disciplined under 
tyranny. For multimillionaire gamblers, who are now accepted as respect- 
able businessmen in not a few states, are closely linked with the pin- 
striped executives of the brewers and distillers — and all have close con- 
tacts with the highest political circles. 


THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES are not precipitators, or 
even participants, in this evil force; they are the prisoners of it. And as 
captives they are helpless until an awakened citizenry provides leadership 
of courage at local levels — with followers of equal loyalty and courage — 


to break up this force at its foundations. 








